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The MAILING DATE of this com munication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence atfdr, 

Period for Reply 




A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
TH e!^ ,nnoevent,however,mayareplybet Jm ely fi led 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )gl Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 January 2004. 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 12 and 4-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2.6-16 and 18 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S naimfs^ 1.4.5 and 17 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E3 All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

, . . ■ ■ j 1„ U^w^v L-kstsM^ roooit/oH in th 



2 U Certified copies ot tne priority uuuumciuo ncv C .~ — - — r . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 3634 

With respect to the applicant's recently filed information disclosure statement 
(paper #22), patents 5,095,659 and 5,902,004 have previously been cited and are 
therefore "crossed-out". 

Claims 1, 4, 5, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , line 9, the applicant defines a seal 
which seals the manually actuable element to the trim panel, then in claim 4, defines the 
seal to seal the manually actuable element to the bezel and sealing the bezel to the trim 
panel, then in claim 5, the manually actuable element is sealed to the bezel by a portion 
of the seal, then in claim 17, defines the seal including an O-ring. Are all of these seals 
one in the same? It appears that there are at least two different seals. Furthermore, 
how can the seal "include" an O-ring? Is the seal an O-ring shape and how can an O- 
ring seal perform all of the claimed functions as defined in claims 1, 4, and 5? 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

As best understood, claims 1,4,5, and 17 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over European patent to Queveau in view of Sekishiro et 
al. European patent to Queveau discloses a vehicle door assembly (1 ) having an outer 
door skin (2), an inner door panel (3), a trim panel (4) mounted adjacent to the inner 
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door panel (3), a latch mechanism (8), a manually actuable element (97), and a bezel 
(96) secured to the trim panel (4). European patent to Queveau fails to disclose an re- 
shaped seal. Sekishiro et al. disclose an O-shaped seal (24, the specification of 
Sekishiro et al. disclose element 24 as being a grommet and Webster's Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary defines "grommet" as "an eyelet of firm material to strengthen or 
protect an opening or to insulate or protect something passed through it"). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the vehicle door assembly of European patent to Queveau with an O-shaped 
seal about the opening on the trim panel adjacent to the bezel and manually actuable 
element as taught by Sekishiro et al. since an O-shaped seal prevents moisture from 
entering the interior portion of the vehicle door assembly via the bezel and manually 
actuable element. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S patent to Palmerino discloses an actuable element and a 
bezel assembly similar to that of the applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerry Redman 
at telephone number 703-308-2120. 




